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Children's oral health is predictably influenced by including 
Social Determinants of Health (SDoH). The lack of health 

guidance and monitoring of oral health results in negative 
outcomes such as tooth decay, oral infections, late 

identification of dental developmental problems, chronic 
infections, developmental delays, the associated costs, and 
harm to Quality of Life. This poster highlights the need for 

improved engagement between healthcare payers and 
consumers to facilitate timely oral health monitoring.

I N T RO D U C T I O N

This report describes the observation of a 10 year old child in foster care with a 
severely ankylosed primary molar. Despite recommendations for a consultation 

and treatment plan, the patient missed several appointments due to poor 
communication and inadequate documentation in the patient’s record. The 
mouth is a predictable place. Timely dental visits and communication with 

guardians are crucial to reduce the risk of future dental problems and improve 
patients' quality of life. The result of this situation is leading to a worsening of 

the impact of the primary tooth ankylosis. The delay in appropriate timely 
management of this developmental concern is a predictable sequence of Social 

Determinants of Health.

A B ST R AC T

A 10 y/o female patient presents with grandmother with no 
complaints
Medical history:

•10-year-old foster child with ADHD taking Vyvanse
Social history:

•Legal guardian is the child's grandmother
•No documented dental appointments until October 2020, 

despite claims of annual visits
Dental history:

•Initial dental visit without complaints
•Panoramic radiograph revealed an unerupted upper left second 

primary molar (#J)
•Recommendation for orthodontic and oral surgery consultation 

and treatment plan
•Missed several appointments due to inadequate documentation 

and poor communication with legal guardian
•Tooth remained unerupted and prompted another consultation

Clinical exam:
•Upper left second primary molar not clinically visible

Radiographic exam:
•Panoramic radiograph revealed unerupted #J

Diagnosis:
•Severely ankylosed primary molar (#J) with severe displacement 

of #13

C A S E  R E P O RT
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C A S E  M A N AG E M E N T

The prevalence of primary molar ankylosis is 2%-11%. 
This case highlights the need for improved engagement 
between healthcare payers and consumers to facilitate 
timely oral health monitoring. The lack of timely health 

guidance and monitoring of oral health results in negative 
outcomes, such as chronic infections, developmental 

delays, increased costs, reduced quality of life, and poor 
Quality of Life outcomes. The case also underscores the 

importance of proper documentation, particularly in 
cases involving legal guardianship.

C A S E  S I G N I F I C A N C E
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